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k‘ )‘ STATE OF UTAH Norman H. Bangerter, Governor

NATURAL RESOURCES Dee C. Hansen, Executive Director
Qil, Gas & Mining Dianne R. Nielson, Ph.D., Division Director

355 W. North Temple - 3 Triad Center -« Suite 350 « Salt Lake City, UT 84180-1203 « 801-538-5340

August 7, 1986

CERTIFIED RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
(P 402 458 664)

Mr. Thomas F. Miller
Vipont Mines, Ltd.
. 0. Box 267
Oakley, Idaho 83346

Dear Mr. Miller:

Re: Ditch Repair Required at Vipont Mine, Vipont Mine, ACT/003/005,
Box Elder County, Utah

Members of the technical staff at the Division surveyed the heap
leach operation at the Vipont Mine on July 16, 1986. One of the
purposes of the visit was to document if the surface water concerns
outlined to you in a letter dated September 24, 1985, (attached),
had been corrected. There was no sign that any work had been done

to protect the perennial stream that flows at the base of the leach
pads.

The Division hereby directs that the corrective action to
address this problem be performed by August 29,1986, The diteh
should either be excavated to a depth that will safely convey the
runoff from the leach pads or a 2-foot protective berm should be
installed around the leach pads.

If you have any questions, please call me.

Sincerely,
:9#/&1/?/Lﬂxjéﬁ;i2)<zaq/

John J. Whitehead
Permit Supervisor/
Reclamation Hydrologist

Enclosure(s)

djh

cc: P. Grubaugh-Littig
k2P, ‘Braxton

0800R-78
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: @ STATE OF UTAH »

Norman H. Bangerter. Governor
NATURAL RESOURCES Dee C. Hansen. Executive Director

Qil, Gas & Mining Dianne R. Nielson, Ph.D., Division Director

385 W. North Temple - 3 Triad Center - Suite 350 - Salt Lake City, UT 84180-1203 - 801-538-5340

September 24, 1985

CERTIFIED RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED ; \ A
(P402 457 238) i

Mr. Thomas F. Miller
Vipont Mines, Ltd.
B O028ox 267
Oakley, Idaho 83346

Dear Mr. Miller:

RE: Status of Declaration of Exemption Mine Disturbance,
Vipont Mine, ACT/003/005, Box Elder County, Utah

Recently, the Division staff surveyecd the mining
disturbance at the Vipont Mine which totalled about 6.5 acres
(since 1979). This disturbance included the upper pad and
middle paa (old mine dumps that are ore for the heap leach),
facilities and leach pad area and the road.

During the survey, the Division hydrologist notea surface
water concerns that must be remedied immediately. It was
observed that the ditch around the heap leach pads is in need
of repair. 1In particular, the south side of the leach pads
show evidence that water has overtopped the ditch. Since there
is a perennial stream in close proximity to the leach pads, it
is felt that the ditcn must be maintained. The ditch should
either be excavated to a depth that will safely convey the
runoff from the leach pads or a protective berm should be
installed around the leach pads. The ditch (or protective
berm) will be checked by the Division in the near future.

The Division recognizes that the Vipont Mine operates as a
Declaration of Exemption. 1In a year, the extent of the
disturbance will be surveyed to verify if the two acre
exemption is still effective.

an equal cpportunity emglioyer
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Mr. Thomas F. Miller
ACT/003/0C5
September 24, 1985

If you have any question, please feel free to call me.

PGL/btb
cc: Steve McNeal
Jim Fricke
Pam Grubaugh-Littig
John Whitehead
8808R-50 & 51

Sincerely,

5;.4n£_9 ﬁSAﬂfi:C
Lowell P. Braxton
Administrator

Mineral Resource Development
and Reclamation Prcgram



